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102: The Essentials of Tajweed

Definition — to make our pronunciation of the Quran better/perfect/as it
was revealed.

Getting Our Reading up to PAR:

(1) Phonetics
(2) Accents
(3) Rhythm

Part 1:
Phonetics:

There are 29 letters in the Arabic alphabet:

D) J h]

)
S IAOOIOOIFIIIE
o | 5| O ¢ J—‘3

S 3

Each letter has two characteristics:

1.

Exceptions: and
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102: The Essentials of Tajweed

(Address) C_ - —

o Place of pronunciation (address).

« All of these places of pronunciation fit between
and

\

tongue

Notes:
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Letters of the Throat:

102: The Essentials of Tajweed

Closest to your mouth

3rd

Middle

2nd

Bottom; closest to the chest cavity

1St

Letters of the Lips:

*Keep in mind:

If your lips are allowed to touch while pronouncing these letters, then, by
definition, they cannot touch when pronouncing other letters.
For example: it is common mistake for people to touch their lips when

saying b p e

Behind the Uvula:

In Front of the Uvula:

Notes:
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Parts of the Tongue:

(-F"

Places of Pronunciation:
3" part of the tongue between right or left molar without moving the

tip of the tongue: _»

. 2M part of the tongue, behind the bottom teeth:  (Be sure your

tongue is not bending.)

. 2M part of the tongue, behind the top teeth: b

« 2" part of the tongue, at the edge of top teeth:

* The top and bottom teeth together:

* The tip of the tongue, behind the top teeth: &,»
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102: The Essentials of Tajweed

* The tip of the tongue, at the edge of the top teeth: 3,&

* The tip of the tongue, behind the bottom teeth:

* Close your back teeth:

The Rules for |.and

At face value, Jis ALWAYS

The ONLY word in which J. can be heavy is:

e |t will be heavy only if the last letter before as has:

I 5;‘ ~

siballdie | Jiels; | &

At face value _ is ALWAYS

® _; will be heavy when:

e _ will be light when:
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8- 55,.' P

- - - {,J //,}5"/
20> ) 0 o ;4.9)’) 4 Y2 )\“ g:.\w LQ‘/S‘«/:A'_LAJAJ‘)

I

‘j)j-%.i‘j:\};ﬂf‘"b /3 ;33‘[3 e [Tj ‘//’,,’ :)L:jj /T jm‘-j

Transitions: Transitions from heavy to light and from light to heavy: each
letter carries its own identity

S R T P R R

é 'o .u. g ‘:~ ; ": us ;

6 -

o
£
3

R

N

\&
L

f"
Jos
C

“ T ™ %

) I3 Cow
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R | 3 B A | do 3 >
S T Y S =T (Y S S I EPE I
B S S L O 2 PO
J5 | o G | & | M| e | m | £
e v e T - B S R R
o | 6 | 3
ACCENTS:

* Accents embellish and elongate the sounds of letters.
*  When discussing letters, we can refer to:
1. The sound they make
2. The complete sound: the sound the letter makes added to the
accenton it

ie: The sound of the letter , + an accent = a complete sound

*  When discussing accents you will need to do one of two things:
1. Pronounce the sound a letter makes or
2. Take a complete sound and connect it to the next sound

Notes:

Basic Accents: _
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Each of the accents is stretched for one “count”, which is equivalent to a

second. The Arabic term for this is i >

o»

o\

—N

\ —

—\

G (\O\'

0\
‘ ( \ o

- 4 . 7 . 7 A
e clc|C t Lt
¢ : : p 7 ; 4
Sl le €122
P A -, A -, A -
ol d | d | d |l & s &
_ A - 4 2
> 3 3 ,E: 3 5 2 5 R) O
A - A 7 ,,q. . : A
(S of (6 o (S of 8.4 1S 4 S < < < 2
P A - A pe _
Sl s | s s s 5 503
P 2 P 4 . < 2 .
o e S, 3 I | e e | <
A - A
tlelt <
2L =
Double Accents: =

When pronouncing these accents it is just like the basic three accents but
with an N sound at the end.

3 | & o | & | 4 L

3 B |- p ~ ¢ ¢
z 4 ¢ 4 z 4
2 & & & . . . a2
Sd o < 5 (& gj 5 K

Page 9




102: The Essentials of Tajweed

g A\V

Mu

0

N

«3

nu//

*.N

MV//

\"

«

«19)

W)

R RS R =R XN QS RV (O
=9\ MW «n DN M e NN | e
| %D wr| NNy o) w
DR SR A E YAl B B R A ERS VNP [
N \ia |« N //\u «) »Y/C /Vw
@) ton| Y | «) .nw// \19) G,.rv{v o\

Additional Practice:

b
PR P
C.S/

d_NAL

8-

«Y| Y
\ = \ 1. \ \ R
4 X //.», P /w \3
\ \ \
ﬁ) ion| N ta\

5_AS

ﬁ/./. z

\

\— \ 4 \+N QJ \ LY
.1\ \ 2\
) N A \ \

\ N % N\
\ — \ \3¢
R 2

* “af/
W)
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5/}.} - f"/{'
&"-*S. -’vsﬁ. p—*’
2

I d

i Z 7 < i ¢/}
255 5 550 Al A 5 ) |

A ..//" o < - /// /.1/ ﬁ//
BV 2J.A_b B 9 .\3) <O o (a4 9

Connect: 7

You must connect the complete sound of the previous letter with the letter
that has this symbol.

Connect & Hold: “

This accent means that you must connect and hold.
It is the strongest accent: It forces cancellation of the accent that comes
directly before it

Examples:

Laa

-

The 4 will get cancelled in this case

because the ‘connect & hold’ is
stronger than the ‘connect’

1.

Find the complete sound
before the ‘connect & hold’

. Connect it to the letter that

has the ‘connect & hold’

. Hold the sound of that

connection

1. Take the complete sound ofr
with the line on the bottom

2. Connect it to the sound of the

¢ with the ‘connect & hold’

3. Hold that connection like
pressing your fingers together

Additional Practice:
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P - - w A 7 A
Qe O J.,e:- o9
7
2 -
tlg w5 538 538
. Ga uﬁg "?/ a;} 7
2}3 ‘;J 4-’-’/ > S
7
2 L4 E 2 /6./. 2w A fa/
(G Cn S O A 3
2% 2wt 2w s A
() (- (- o
s 75 e =35
7
} w /} % I 2 } 1)

& 3 A w 7 3 A
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7 d > 7
?/ 7 f):/ Z {./ 2 A )
w wee 7w \} A ¥ °y
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-
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z z -
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.1/6 - osﬁ /»’ﬁ‘ oA
) M8 o s3le o Gk
(@) }, 420 07 Vg <
X W i iy
Notes:

The Head of | o: ™

* This accent is found in all Uthmani script Mus-haf.

* Itis called the “Head of _»".

* It does however look like a fish head.

* So, as arule, you catch a fish then chop the head off. Therefore,
when you see this symbol on a letter, you do not pronounce it (you
chop it out), which means that you cancel the letter.

Stretching vs. Holding:

: s

-
. |
U"

s
-

o Ir'"

u »

Here you are
stretching the sound

of the a like

counting seconds
with your fingers.

Here you are holding

the sound of the\

and the (y together,

like pressing your
fingers together.

Stretch the - count for 3

seconds on your fingers for the
complete sound

Without breaking your breath,
hold the sound between the C

and ¢ — press your fingers together

to hold the sound
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The Rules of Elongation:

* The rules of elongation help students understand how long to stretch

102: The Essentials of Tajweed

a complete sound. Moreover, it also discusses how much not to
stretch.

* As explained earlier, most accents are stretched for one count.
***]t is just as important not to stretch as it is to do so when necessary.

Rule 1: The Basic Stretch

All of the below will be stretched for 2 c;\fja- (counts).

A line on top followed

v

A line on the bottom

sL

5/

fpllowed by a

by an | followed by a ¢

-2 z e 3
%) |\ & s 3 | 5 -
» 5 < ’ {‘ i
» » P e " 4
&) \35 5 & \ 55 >
4 1 £ »4 <
Y 55 U &) \55 \5
A - 4 1.
O B R I
2R L S B O T S L S

A - ? 9} ‘

(e \ 3> S &) 3 \
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A s » » P
&3 | %3 |3 &3 | 35 \3
s 9}. “ » Y. -
A -, P
o \ 35 L5 o \ 3 Lo
. a{ Z A P
e |32 3 s | 3e s
A - A -
S XY \& S | 53 5
A s
Cs? e a ’ \33 N
’ |5 \3 : |5 5
&4 29 2 S o
Aa
Other Types of :
All the signs of elongation fit in one of two categories.
They run from:
1. East to West
or
2. North to South
North to South:
&

« The following signs of elongation all point north to south: Y
* These are all recited for 2 counts.
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&

s\

£

k=

=

[N

=

Two One Two Two One One
Harakah | Harakah Harakah | Harakah | Harakah Harakah | Harakah | Harakah

o 1)

t3

o

o ; &)

7

°
Lo

\% *

Ed
() [
S ;1 >

AS

L)
b
& &
°
3

<
4

N\

°
30

&
)

& X R %
% % |§
& |«

%
& | &

°
\be
(r Y
%

o

(")

("

\

Two Two One Two One Two One
Harakah | Harakah | Harakah Harakah | Harakah | Harakah Harakah | Harakah | Harakah

A L o 2 ' 4 1
\)3 \J_) 3D _,‘ _,\ _,\

P
\ ‘;’i A o , \ ‘;‘_{,
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East to West:
e The following signs run from east to west.
e They are all recited for 3-5 counts

A A~ s s it ~
.ﬂjﬁ-\.;- Sl 513 NLS

40

e ‘/: < ’ v f:’/}/ s24 C < s /a&//
b33Ny | 353 oLl 5 5L

¥ < w2 S 1
Az-‘.,a.}\c./;c- > uﬁ.,a.s/ \_3

» A ’/f‘, -G - e
I FAL AR FRH

7

How do you know if it should be stretched for 3, 4, or 5?

* An east to west on any letter will be stretched for 3 counts:

al!\r,

* An east to west followed by a « will be stretched for 4 counts:
« An east to west on a miracle letter will be stretched for 5 counts: &
* Any sign that looks like this: 4305

you have the liberty to stretch anywhere between 3-5 counts.

Page
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Notes:

What is a Miracle Letter?
* Letters of which only Allah (SWT) knows the meaning

* They come only at the beginning of a5, ¢ (surah)

* The Rule:
Hold the stretch for at least 5 <\S” ~

G @ | A | e G o |G

oo o o

Whenever there’s aEpIIowed by a  or ¢ with [l

In this case, we stretch for 2 counts.

& | 3| & | 3| G 58| F
S| 3| | 3a | &5 35| & 35
R AR RS
5 | x| S8 B 4] 3
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7, 7, 7 7
S| F | F| B

G
‘%
§
®

7 27

T

Mixed Review:

e &) Gl & s3l | A
3% S S - T I " PR P
: I R
42 i O I oV

w\. \t\a
b
b
i
%
\pr\‘B (G
o~
9
o~

Z - = z - 2
RIS F - B I E R P R P F S YR
B2 | Gle | B3| d& | A | SLs
S A L P - - [ R F AR N
LW | W | s | ek | dle | Als
Bis | Ule | gla | Lw | sk | B
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\
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5"&/ - /,}~/./ G"‘/ 4 Bd 2 z
| S5l N i

RHYTHM: The Effects of Accents on Phonetics

4141s: “The Bouncing Sound”:

* This rule of rhythm involves 5 letters.
* When any of these five letters have a connect, they “bounce”

Page
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-’C'ﬁ*‘j’é

Practice:
***Don’t confuse pronunciation of heavy and light letters!!!
Be mindful to apply the proper heavy to light transition, even when

connecting two sounds. Phonetics makes up 60% of J.. s> (tajweed).

ST B SO B S PE S P B B B I BN
e e e e e e
O O T - A - )
54 T S S A A N O O

O I O S R A T I S B B A
SR O S S S A A
SIS (T T S (R O N
A i 7 2 p A ,
R} RY) S| gl 3l 2\ \ )]
A P , A ’
T T O S O O B SO B N B
& | &
il | el s o] 3,30 | palT i, 3| i
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Mixed Review:

/’/ },/ > P
&is oidas A5 vy ES)

A _ 7.
s
Jos IS

2
. 7
4

»
7 5 A

\ g’\_; \%° - Z 5. ‘./.]./

2 7

» 24 z z -
P z - z
. - . \/! s \ ” ‘ ?
Lnals ) ot Qe ? e ?
z z z

7,

B | Ul | wE | s | Js | G
\2% 44 W % W5 4 -
o A

C}\ 5’ ‘3 T 2% f.:’é \}l !/a\
safl | A Al 81 Gk | Jas
A 2. A a2 . }}’/ }}’( 72 7 1%

A Z24 AN | A sz /‘/,/ A i
* - £24d /

z /! .,"{ 72 -\ 2 AN 2145 2, 8 247
< > & e A Sl el ulbé/
)’/ rd 7 ke prd } » {

7/ Fl . Ve s 7 < s 2 - o

d}a\a 7 9 ‘_;}\ Cmnd u_}-:é

A 4

2 ~ A 2
7 P2 /,/‘ 2, {,..9/ {, 7 2, Z s\ 7., 7 Dee

R a2 | O 2| R ) 2| O | (e
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7
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A
53204 | 5

2
}} 2 7 22 P
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Z » » 9: »’ES’ < > i s\ X ’//:/
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s 2 52 2 A 2
2 [ Z 28 ? - » - . 2. s L 27

S48 | peel Lh) | VA Bl | Bk
Fil | ady el |G| A | GGl
PP P EAPINA T
2 o2 7 £ A A /a v
& 322 ) 5208 S RARE 55 43008 5

> 257

JW\M

A, _? s 2, 2
:# ’.0

Sl die

olae=ll iz .

0zl /’\ u;.;ﬁ\,i 053550 4383 523

0¢: 5 3L s 3

\

AN

I’

How We Use Our Tongues:

how much pressure we are applying.

Exercise 1: Say the letters N, L and R

Page

Sometimes we aren’t aware of where our tongue is touching and
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Be conscious of where your tongue is touching: the top of your
mouth, above your top teeth.
Exercise 2: Say it again, but this time leave your tongue up there,
press it where it is, Nnnnnnnn, LI and Rrrrrrrrrrer.
Exercise 3: Try to say N without touching your tongue.

To make it easier, try making a nasal sound, vibrating in your
nose.

. TNT:

PwnNe

You can control your tongue

You can make you tongue float (verses touching)

When you float your tongue it makes a nasal sound

When you touch it to the roof of your mouth it doesn’t make a nasal
sound

Notes:

Rules for 7, or m‘E The Easy Approach):

1.

If o with Dr E ollowed by the letters of the throat (

dd Ct\h‘b)i Tongue Touches (TT) - Your tongue will touch the

roof of your mouth.

]
/./I R ~

P

> . £z . - £, Y
(aboad | JUiGb | O 0n | Walfess | 85050546

3
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- .ﬂf >

S e P

U S

4

f\
V’\
C =
G

e L E
Srdisg|epbk3ﬁ)

Notes:

2. If there is a letter that is NOT from the throat then: Tongue does Not

Touch (TNT)

it

SR

#ely

e

J/QE ’l/ ,: ,: =~ . v - 1 c 7 £ £ }9: //9:. :
J;é‘y‘Lﬁélcffszélghlﬁkldae- CﬁS;QAA Lﬁ;tqjy>- ;;»Cff
P rd
L oamasll | aeSlone | 1ERERUGEL | CAEISNE
LT ey | RiaJE |G )

3. If ; with [lr E

on the letter of o‘,l.-_)g

***In the Uthmani Script you may not find a

a (Fonnect and hold) or not, you should put one there.

ollowed by any letters in OJJFJC}‘: Place a

bo, whether there is

: {/../.’./ /:I.,ﬂ}/ /1 }ﬁT}/, - 4 T/ A8o - -
;JL‘-? 3299 yaxe 0 dlopan Jo R ope
P 4 -4 rd .4 o > rd ,90‘ w rd rd w
% | Y . ad” 3 O <|,%,
SUSA | poepad | waglig | Zhje
Page
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Notes:

ans: Strong Nasal:

* 4 and (demand some special attention when Els placed on them.

* Everytime you see a Bn agyore you need to make a strong nasal

sound.
* You will vibrate the sound within your nasal cavity to produce the a«&

strong nasal sound.
So is that TT or TNT?
* Ghunna =TT ORTNT
* Do not get confused with the placement of your tongue for Ghunna
* Tongue will be where at the place of pronunciation of the letter that
you are saying
How Long Do | Hold it?

* As with any oId for two counts.

* ltisjust like pressing your fingers together & easier than trying to
count the hold on your fingers.

~
s W ~ 7
v 2

‘?l‘/".{ ,!T/ - ‘:.‘ .l‘w:‘ 4::‘ //‘ /og -
. .
q‘a .’/ P u-f P J/ / E] u £

; Followed By the Letter o:

When pis followed by the letter — the sound vibrates between your

lips for 2 counts

Page
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3
E;

L.\
&

Baby .

You might see a babyr placed over a letter.

You are being asked to add the ¢ sound to that letter.
Vibrate the lips.

o

/}5 ”~

footales agile T pGY) LT 303056
7 4

The Word b\

When reading the word b\, it will be pronounced ¢\

o
o
=]

When there is a zero on an |, you cancel it

Sharp |

When | has a on it, it becomes sharp

[ 4 < i L "z/ - 2 Zf 2 3 %, z/ oé
Hiea V) Jrapdb oYy | Jye=le | ps=milll J
=R 229 - A //U’“ Je )
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» Stereo sound

When » has a connect it makes a ‘Stereo Sound’

~

o
N\
\
W
)
2 3
)
\
o

r’d ”
-~ }.

« e ”",/ - .
Ao | aaBb ey | gallig | Sgas

&

Final Review:

g
,6/ 2 Y7

-
g . . * - . oV
%

\o@‘/

7
? g 26.. - ";. - 96‘ - 13965 3‘(,{
o ;/""“j\'j &J\) u./...a...J\) C/_L:.,a\) Cadd | CAsS

4> % 7w - 76/ » W -
ZE Jire | 0385 | o3| Jals | aands

z o1 41422 s PR P
oj.gLA\.bw f”\ufd)“)
G515 04 e 3\3 5 AN

Gz

oféﬁijw\;)ig:jom/)m
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2 ﬁ/ s Z\7

ARG T4
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